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OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
The Legislative Council met at 12

noon, pursniant to proclamation, which
was read by the Clerk of Parliaments
(31r. G. F. Hillman).

COMNMISSIONERS.
His Excellency's Commissioners (His

Honour the Chief Justice, Sir S. H.
Parker, andl His Honour, Mr. Justice
McMillan) having entered the Chamber,
a Mlessage was sent to the Legislative
Assembly requiesting- the presence of
members in the Council Chamber.

Mfembers of the Le2islntive Assembly
having arrived accordinigly, His Honour,

the Chiet .1 stiec (Senior Conimis'Soner)
read the following statement:

IHonourable goultlemCJ of the Legislativec
Council and gentlemen of the Legis-
lalice Assembly :

We have it in command from His
Excellency the ti1overnor to deliver to
you the following Message:-

The Governor informs the Legisla-
tive Council and the Legislative As-
smbly that lie has officially learned,

With the deepest regret, that our late
Most Gruelous Sovereigni, His Majesty
King,, Edward the Seventh, departed
this life on tlie sixth day of Mlay, 1910.
'T'le Governor further informus the
Legislati e Council and the Legisia-
tive Assembhly that His Most Gracious
-Majesty King George the Fifth was
doly1 and lawfully proclaimed IKing of
thne United KingdOni of Great Britainl
anid Ireland, and of the British Donm-
unions beyond the Seas, Defender of
t1ie Faith, Emperor of India, Supreme
Lord in and over the State of 'Western
Aistralia, whereof public proclama-
lion and due notification was fully and
lawfullly made by the Governor within
this State on the ninth day of 'May, one
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thousand nine hundred and ten. The
Governor therefore desires that lion-
ourable members will, before they pro-
ceed to sit and vote in their respective
Houses, severally take and subscribe
the oath of allegiance to His 'Most
Gracious Majesty King George the
Fifth, before a Commissioner duly
authorised by the Governor to attend
in the Chamber of the Legislative
Council and of the Legislative Assem-
bly respectively this day to administer
the same.

We have it also in command from
His Excellency the Governor to let yoti
know that he will in person iii this
place declare the reasons for calling
the Parliament together so sooni as
the members of the Legislative Council
and the Legislative Assembly have been
sworn and the Council has elected its
President.
The members of the Legislative Assem-

bly having retired, and the Junior Comn-
missiouer having left the Chamber, the
Clerk rend a Commission from His Ex-
cellency appointing the Chief Justice a
Commissioner for administering to the
members of the Legislative Council the
oath of allegiance to His -Majesty King
George V.

SWEARING-iX OF MEM3BERS.
Consequent on the demise of King

Edward VII. and the accession of King
G~eorge V., the members of the Legisla-
thve Council took the oath of allegiance
to His Majesty the King.

New Members.
The following members (one-third of

the Council) elected since the proroga-
tion. sig-ned the members' roll and took
their seats:-Hon. H. Briggs (West),
Ron. W. Kingsmnill (Metropolitan), Hon.
Sir E. H. Wittenoom (North), Hon. V.
Hamersley (East), Hon. R. D. AMcKen-
zie (North-East). Hon. W. Patrick (Cen-
tral). Hion. E. MeLarty (South-West).
Hon. D. G. Gawler (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban), Hion. J. E. Dodd (.South). Hon.
C. McKenzie (South-East).

The Commissioner left the Chamber.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

J. D. Connolly) :Hont. members, since
we last met, the office of President has
become vacant owing to the effluxion of
time of the seat of the Hon. Henry
Briggs. I am certain I am voicing the
opinion of the majority of members
when I say we all heard with the
greatest pleasure that the Hon. Henry
B~riggs was re-elected to his old seat, and
that we were, therefore, given the op-
portunity of re-electing him to the office
of President, a position which he has
filled with such dignity and credit both
to himself and to the members of the
House. I have very much pleasure,
therefore, in moving-

Th/at the Hon. Henry Briggs U!'
President of this honou rable House.

Hon. J. 11'. HACKETT (South-
West) :I have unqualified pleasure in
secondinig and Supporting the prop~osi-
tion of the lion. member opposite. We
have made a good trial of our late Presi-
dent, and 1 speak, I am sure, with the
thought of every one in this Chamber
when I say fie has been successful
throughout. The lion, member has en-
tirely justified the selection of the House.
I have much pleasure in seconding the
proposition.

Hon. H. BRIGGS: Mr. Clerk and
hion. members. I thank the mover and
seconder of 'iiN noomination. and( I b eg
leave to submit myself to the will of the
House.

There being no other nomination the
Hon. H. Briggs was thus duly elected,
and was conducted to the Chair by his
proposer and seconder.

The PRESlIDENT-ELECT, standing
on thle upper step, said: I beg leave to
express my humble acknowledgment for
the honour that you have been pleased
to confer on me it again electing me as
President. I hope thast your kindly feel-
in', which has led to my election to the
office nun- be continued to sustain me in
the discharge of its important duties.
For I recognise that the Council is what
it is. not merely by virtue of the rules
of debate which it obeys. nor the impar-
tiality with which these rules are admh'-
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istered, but by reason of the high spirit
of public duty which pervades its pro-
ceedings. Its past history has been en-
riched by the fine character of members
who used the Standing Orders in a spirit
of fairness, reverence, decorum, and lion-
esty of purpose. In thus interpreting
the spirit of the House, I sliuill always
be your obedient servant. I feel sure
that in the future, as in the panst, I shall
have the support of hon. members in
andry endeavour to uphold the hionour

addignity of the Council, and witllsuch
support I may hope to deserve your con-
fidence so generously hestowed.

Congratulations.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. D. Corniolly) :Allow me as leader of
this House to offer to you, Mr. Presi-
di-1i, my hearty congratulations on your
being unanimously elected as President
of tbis hanourable House. I trust you
may be long spared to fill the office to
which you have for the second trine been
elected. On my own behalf I have to
thaplk you for the kindness and courtesy'
you have always shown to me as leader
of the House, and I have very much
pleasure indeed in congratulating you onl
your re-election to the high office.

The PRESIDENT: Hon. members, I
thank the leader of the House for his
kind words of congratulation. I have
nothing to add to what I have just said,
except that I trust in the support of
members of this House. It is very pleas-
ing that, although ten of us had to go to
the electors, all those who "red to be
returned again to Parliament have been
re-elected, so that virtually we have only
thre~e new members in the House, the
Ron. D. G. Gawler, the Hon. J. E. Dodd,
and the Un. C. McKenzie. The lion.
Sir Edward Wittenoom has been' elected
twie. but I think this is the first occasion
lie has sat in the House as the result of
those two elections. Ave cannot, how-
ever, look upon him as a new member.
Wh'ell I entered the Council in 1806 he
%vas the leader of this House, and hie
served this House and his country in
various ways, not only here but also in
the Mother country. That explains whly
it is that we cannot look upon him as a

new member. XVp may congratulate our-
selves that the House has the benefit of
his ripe experience, knowledge, and
judgment. The other new members, the
Hon. Mr. Dodd, the Hon. Mr. McKenzie,
and the ilon. Mr. Gawler, are now ap-
pearing iii this House for the first time;
but they were not new in this State for
the tonigue of good report has already
long been heard in their favour. I feel
sure their entrance to this House will be
al, ae-quzsitioii to the debating powver of
the I ezislarive Council and the sound
wisdom of the decisions of the Chain-
her. I welcome them, and it wilt he my
pleasure, as it is my duty, to afford the
new- members any information they may
desire to obtajp from me. Members,I
thank you.

~DEMISE OF KING- EDWVARD VII:
ACCESSION OF, KING, GfQRGE

The COLONIAL SECRETrARY In
v;-fl Connolly) :Onseccount 6tf the death
of our late beloved IKing I beg to move
,i le following motion-

Wle, the members of the Legisla-
tirec Council in the Parliament of the
Stale of Western Austraia, take this
the earliest opportunity of expressing
our deep sympathy in the great sor-
row which your Majesty has sustained
through the death of your illustrious
father and our late beloved Sovereign,
King Edwcard Eli.

Hon. JI. W. HACKETT (SputhWest:
I second the motion. --

Question passed.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S.D1. Connolly) : I beg to move--

l~e, the members of the Legisla-
tire Council in the Parliament of the
St ate of Wieslern Australia, humbly
offer our sincere congratulationt' on
y/our Majesty's accession to the
Throne. WIe desire to assure your
Majesty of our loyalty and devotion,
and to express the hope that your
Majesty may enjoy a long and -pros-

perous reignl. I I-
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Hon. J. W. HACKETT (South-Westj1:
I second the motion.

Question passed.

(Silting suspended from 12.55 to 3 p.m.)

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT-
ELECT.

The PRESIDENT said: I have been
presented to His Excellency the Governor
and hie has expressed his approval l
your choice.

THE GOVERNOR'S OPENING
SPEECH.

His Excellency the Governor entered
the Council Chamber at 3.5 p.m.; and the
members of the Legislative Assembly liav-
ing also attended in the Chamber obedi-
ently to summons, His Excellency was
pleased to deliver the following Speech:

M1r. President and Honourable Gen tle-
men of the Legislative Council-

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Leg-
islative Assembly-

It is wvith profound regret that I refer
to the loss which the Empire has sus-
tained through thne death of His Most
Gracious Majesty King Edward VIL, of
blessed and glorious memory.

His short but beneficent reign was
fraught with innumerable blessings to
his subjects, not the least of which were
his continuous and effective efforts for
the maintenance of peace throug-hout the
world.

His sympathy wvith his people in their
joys and sorrows alike secured the con-
tinuance in fullest strength of those close
ties of affection and loyalty whichi unite
Sovereign and subject throughtout the
Empire.

The accession of His Most Graceiis
Majesty King George V., and his inti-
mate personal acquaintance with the do-
minions beyond the seas, give assurance
of the unceasing exercise of that devotion
to the welfare of the Empire which eha-
racteiised the reign of his illustrious
father.

During the Parliamentary recess my
Ministers deemed it advisable that the

Premier of the State should visit Lou-
don, with a view to inquiring into the
representation of Western Australia in
the caphital of thle Empire, and directing
attention to the many inducements which
the State has to offer both to those de-
s'irous ot, eurig an outlet for the legiti-
miate invesynen t of capital, and to enter-
loisi hg agi'ricu tu tist a.

My Ministers arc satisfied that the visit
has proved, and is proving, of great ad-
vantage to the State, owving to Ihe oppor-
tunity which has been afforded of dis-
seminating- reliable information regard-
ing (lhe miany and varied resources of
Western Australia, and the openings
which these offer to the surplus industry
and energy of the old world.

M 3y advisers regret that the Financial
Agreement, which was the outcome of
several inter-State conferences, and ulti-
mtetly adopted by the Federal Parlia-

mnent, Was rejected when submitted to the
electors of Australia a~t thle recent Corn-
monwealtb elections, although carried by
a large majority in this State. The
solution of this most important problem
now rests with the Federal Parliament.

Feeling that the delay in beginning the
construction of t lie Traus-Australian
railway is fraught, not only with grave
injuiry to the interests of Wecstern Aus-
tr-alia, but is also a menace to the safety
of the Commonwealth ats a whole, my ad-
visors are of opinion that, rather than
incur a further indefinite postponement,
the project should be undertaken by the
two States throughi whose territory the
line will Pass.

The success of the recently completed
bore on the proposed route of the Trans-
Australian railway pr1oves that a vast
artesian basin extends into South Aus-
tialian territory, and adds immense value
to the large expanse of pastoral country
lying between Kalgoor-lie and the South
Australian border.

The development of the enormous agni-
cultural resources of the State has been
pushed on apace, and gratifying report-
eantinue to be received regarding the
successful operations of the many' new
settlers on the land.

Last season's harvest ieahised nearly siN
million bushels of wheat, of which over
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two million 'bushels have already been
shipped to the markets of the world.

It is confidently anticipated that the
late but abundant rains throughout the
State will assure for this season a har-
vest equal in the yield per acre1 hut con-
siderably larger in the total production,
owing to the wide extent of now country
brought under cultivation.

Over 1,400,000 acres. have been allotted
during the past year to conditional pur-
chase selectors, and nearly 250,000 acres
in homestead farms; whilst over 2,600,000
acres have been surveyed-the whole
constituting an admirable record in the
work of the Lands Department.

Every effort is being made, by the
cleating of roads and the provision of
water supplies, to meet the wants of the
continued influx of desirable settlers.

In company with agriculture, our hor-
ticultural pursuits show a marked and
pleasing expansion. Western Australian
fruits are in great and ever-incereasing
demand, and have secured the highest
prices -in the English markets.

In order to make the necessary provi-
sion for the export of wheat, which is ex-
panding at a phenomenal rate, it has
been decided to erect large grain sheds at
North Fremantle, equipped with the most
modern and effective appliances for the
-rapid despatch of vessels;, and at the
other ports commensurate facilities will
also be required.

For the same reason it is necessary to
miaintain our railways in a position to
mieet the new demands made from year
to year, and the completion of additional
rolling-stock within the State will be
hastened by my advisers.

My ministers are of opinion that the
time has arrived for the State to make
provision for the erection of freezing
and canning works at Wyndham and
elsewhere, in order that the steady in-
crease of our herds may not be checked,
but find a profitable outlet in the markets
of Eastern Asia and Europe.

The mining industry continues to be a
great factor in the prosperity of the
country, and the most encouraging re-
ports have lately been received from vari-
ous portions of the auriferous areas of
the State. Continued developments

prove the existence of payable lodes at
great depth, while many recent diseov-
eiies show there is ample scope for the
prospector.

The openings of the railways to Send-
stone and Meekatharra will, it is antici-
pated, expedite the development of those
promising centres.

The incesed activity in the coal and
tinter industries has been -well main-
tained.

Under the direction of the Public
Works Department many important
works have been completed, and others
are now in course of construction.

Two hundred and fifty-seven miles of
new railways have been handed over to
the control of the Railway 1)epartmuent;
224 miles are being constructed, and ten-
ders have been called for a further 89'
miles, embracing the second section of
the Dowerin-Merredin and the Boyup-
Kojoiiup lines.

Various harbour improvemnt works,
auithorised by Parliament, including the
extension of the Bunbury, Busselton, and
Oeraldton jetties, have been eari-ied out
as expeditiously as possible, and should
he of great value to the r-espective dis-
tricts.

The completion of additional light-
houses on the North-West portion of our
coast-line is filling a-long-felt want iii
connection with safe navigation in those
waters, wAhilst the important work of sur-
veying our coast will be continued by
HXtS. "Fantomne."

Additional water supplies for town and
country have been undertaken, and bores
are being suink in various parts of the
State.

The metropolitan sewerage works; have
made satisfactory progress under the new
Act, proclaimed in Jannuiary last, and the
reticulation of the more important parts
of the city of Perth is drawing- near to
completion.

The board appointed to consider the
report of the experts in London in con-
inection with the corrosion of the Gold-
fields Water Supply main has sent in its
recommendations, and, after due consid-
eration by my advisers, an expenditure of
£31.000 has been authorised, which it is
anticipated will not only considerably in-
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crease the life of the main, but also effect A comipreh~ensive scheme of agricul-
some economy in working.

Recognising that much of the future
prosperity of the State depends upon the
rapid construction of ag-ricultural rail-
ways, an expert hoard, consisting of the
manatger of the %gricultural Bank, the
IDirector of A griculture, the Surveyor
General, and the Chief Inspector of En-
gineering Surveys, was appointed in
March last to inspect the country Avithin
an assured rainfall, and advise my Min-
isters as to future extensions. The
hoard has already performed an immense
anmont of work, and the resalt of its
hiabouni wvill he plaved before Parliament
fair the guidance of honourable members.

Mr. S;peaker and Gentlem~en of the Leg-
islative Ai,'mblq-

The Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure will shortly be submitted for
your approval.

The finances of the State have con-
tinued to receive the greatest care at the
hands of my Ministers, and I am pleased
to announce that the revenue for the past
financial year exceeded that of the pre-
vious year by £383,000, and resulted in a
surplus of £210,000 on the year's trans-
actions.

Additional expenditure from loan
funds is necessary upon railways already
authorised, and new railways, for which
sanction will he sought during the pre-
sent Session; on harbour and river im-
provements; freezing works; shipping
facilities; the sewerage and waterworks
in the metropolitan area; assisting the
establishment of secondary industries;
and other important works for which
your approval is required.

Mr. President and Honourable Gentle-
Men of the Legislative (7ouhil-

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the LDg-
islative Assembly-

The marked and continuous improve-
inent in the commercial prosperity of the
community is most gratifying. My ad-
visers are convinced that the application.
with increased vigour. of the efforts now
lbeingo pursued, with the object of devel-
.ipiil tlhe natural resoumees of the c-nU-
try, is in the best interests (if Western
A ustralia.

tural railway extension will therefore be
submitted for your approval, features of
which will be the openiug up of the areas
of cultivable land between the Wongan
Hills and the Murchison Goldfields Rail-
wav; the extension of existing and the
construction of other linies to serve the
country- adjacen t to thle Great Southern
and Eastern Railways; and the tapping
of the South-Western distriet lying be-
tween Bridg-etown. Mussel ton, and Den-
mark; also the extension of the North-
an~iton and T'pper Clainn R failways,
to serve large areas of first-class lands%
revently surveyed in those districts.

The necessary steps wvill also be taken
to secure railway facilities for the Law-
Icy's district.

The amendm thent of the Constitu tioi,
Act, brought forward last Session, and
having for its object the liberalising of
the qualification of electors of the Legis-
lative Council, will be re-submitted for
your approval.

A Bill will also be introduced to pro-
vide far a redistribution of seats in the
Legislative Assembfly, rendered necessary
by the increase and movements of popu-.
lat-ion, and with a view to the correction
of anomnalies which exist at the present
time.

The industrial and commercial develop-
ment now proceeding- in Western Aus-
tralia makes it imperative to provide ad-
ditional educational fav'ilitics, adequate to
our fast-expanding possibilities. You
will, therefore, be asked to make provi-
sion for the establishment of a Univer-
sity on lines wvhich will correspond with
the practical needs of a modern com-
munity.

Measures are also in contemplation to
permit of an extension of the present
systeni of primary education, by means
of evening continuation classes for young
people whose period of education in the
ptiznary schools has terminated.

The importaiice of encouraging the es-
ttiblisliment of secondary industrie-s has
received the consideration of my 'Minzis-
tems With a view to the better achieve-
ment of that pu11rpose it has been decided
to extend the scop~e of the Department of
Aerielturv. so as to include the collee-
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Lion and dissemination of information
which will assist in the expansion of ex-
isting industries, the opening up of new
avenues of employment, and the remun-
erative investment of capital.

The Liquor Law Reform and Public
Health Bills of last Session will he again
submitted, and, among others, you will be
asked to consider important measures
dealing with road boards, mining trading
accounts, management of hospitals, and
the licensing and conduct of race-courses.

I now leave you to your deliberations,
and trust that, aided by Divine direction,
your labours will materially advance the
well-being of the State.

The Governor then retired and the Pre-
sident (Ron. H. Briggs) took the Chair.

COMMISSION FOR SWEARING-TN.
The Clerk read a Commission from

His Excellency the Governor authoris-
ing the President to administer to mem-
bers of the Legislative Council who may
have to be sworn the oath or affirmation.

STATUTES COMPILATION-PHAR-
MACY AND POISONS LAW.

The PRESIDENT laid on the Table
a compilation of the Pharmacy and
Poisons Act, 1894, and the amendments
threto, made in accordance with a reso-
lution of the previous session.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: 1, Reports
and returns in accordance with Sections
54 and 83 of the Government Railways
Act, 1904; 2, Annual Report of the Super-
intendent of Public Charities;, 3, annual
report of the Department of Mines; 4,
by-laws of the Local Boards of Health
of the Augusta, Road District, Black
Range, Davyhurst-Mlulwarrie, Denmark,
Derby, Relmscott Road District, Meekn-
tharra, Newcastle, Perth, Raveasthorpe,
Three Springs, West Guildford; 5, an-
nual report Chief Inspector of Liquors;
6, by-laws of the municipalities of Car-
narvon, Claremont, Cotteslee, Geraldtou,
Guildford, Leedervihle, Menzies, North

Perth, Perth; 7, annual report on Mledi-
cal, Health, Factories, Early Closing,
Vaccination, and Quarantine; 8, annual
r-eport of the Education Department.

BILL-PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMERNDMENT.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. DI. Connolly) : In order to assert and
maintain the undoubted rights and privi-
leges of this House to initiate legislation
I move (without notice) for leave to in-
troduce a Bill entitled "A&n Act to
amend the Parks and Reserves Act,

Leave given; Bill introduced and read
a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.

The PRESIDENT: I have to announce
that His Excellency the Governor has de-
livered a Speech declaring the reasons for
calling this Parliament together. For
the sake of convenience a copy of the
Speech will he placed before each
member.

Hon. D. G. GAWLER (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I beg to move the adoption
of the following, Address-in-Reply to His
Excellency the Governor to the Speech
ha has just delivered to us:-

M1ay it please your Excellency, we
the Legislative Council of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western Austra-
lia in Parliament assembled, beg to
express our loyalty to our Most Graci-
ous Sovereign, and to thank your Ex-
cellency for the Speech yon have been
pleased to address to Parliament.

I would like at the outset to take tbe
opportunity of thanking the Government
for the honour they have conferred on
me by asking me to move this motion. I
am aware it is a privilege usually ac-
corded to new members, but I can assure
them that new members none the less
appreciate it. I should also like to be
allowed to congratulate you, Mr. Presi-
dent, on your re-election to the honour-
able position you hold. The fact that
you were re-elected after your long term
of ole shows the continued respect and
the appreciation of your services which

7
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exist, and which I am sure are well de-
served. 1 would also like to be allowed
to congratulate the Premier upon the
honour bestowed onl him in England. Lt
is more than a personal honour to the
Premuier, for it is a tribunte to this State.
and I am sore lie will be the first to look
upon it in that light. It is a source of
great interest to this State, especially
considerinig the fact that the Premier is
a Western Australian horn. I consider
it a great thing to be called to this
House-I consider it a great honour for
any man to he called to the counsels of
his country. I trust I -shall do my duty
in this House with a due sense of my
responsibilities. The Speech we have
had read to us is so far-reaching that it
xs absolutely impossible for me in the
space of time at my disposal to tatuch
upon anything like every subject there-
in contained, and I oaly propose, there-
fore, 1o refer to a few. 1 would like to
say this, that the dominant nole of the
Speech appears to be buoyancy and the
need for development, and there I amn
Sure We are all with his Excellency. We
are told in the Speech that the last sea-
son 's wheat snppiy camne to 6,000,000
bushels; that there hais been an immense
settlement under thi, conditional pur-
chiase and] lunestead farin conditions-
that last year an enormnous mileage of
new railways was constructed; that
there is an excess of revenue this year
of £383,000 and a surplus of £210,000
and we are given promise of a compre-
hensive scheme of agricultural railways.
And lastly but by no means least, we are
told that we ought to construct our pail
of the Transcontinental railways. Every
one will agree that that is a very large
order. Personally, although I do it
with all humaility, I would like to
ask, while we are pushing on with
the development of this State. and
while we are endeavouring to in-
ease, as we are so enormously, the

production of wheat, ought not we to re-
member the immense areas under wheat
in various other parts of the world, and
to consider that possibly the time might
come when tbere will be an over-produc-
tion of wheat and the price come down
accordinglyl It would be a very disas-

trous thing for Western Australia if the
price of wheat suddenly came down, be-
eause it would mean an enormjous loss to
numbers of new settlers, and to the Gov'-
ermaneut in respect to the advances they
have made rliro0cgh the Agricultural
Bank. I do miot wish to suggest that this
is ,zoing to happen: it is merely a word
of' vaution. Considering we have set
apart such nil enormous area for wheat,
and considering that we are developing
it to such an extent, would it not be as
Well also to devote some little attention
to ararziccg areas. We have extensive
areas of hin 1( in rice South and South-
West Wvhich. I think. are suitable for gra7-
in,',. and I hold that a little attention
slon)Id he bestmiwed upon these areas as
well as upon the wheat areas. There is
one question I would like to touch upon,
which is 1101 mentioned in His Excel-
lency's Sjwelm hut which camne promin-
ently' forward at the late elections, namely.
the aholition of the U1per House. I
have heen returned as a staunch sup-
porter of this House. and onl that sub-
ject T aw not going to say anything
nire than (hat -we must remember that
[14) counLtryV of any note in the world has
I'ver triedi to do without this branch of
fihe Legislature. And while ire have, as
we have, a large influential. party in
power in another place-and I say it
advisedly, although at this juncture T
do niot wish to criticise their actions for
a momnent, while we hare such an enor-
noics influence exercisedl hy that party
uipon the Government, does it not go
witliut saving that there( niust he some
cheek upon that party, otherwise we
would quickly develop, not into a demno-
cracy. hilt into an oligarchy. This House
can he useful, not only as a check over
hasty legislation, but it can also itself
initiate useful legislation. There has
been no cry of this House ever having
stood in the way of democratic legisla-
tion. Here, in this Chamber, I take it.
we are absolutely above party, and 'we
cav view things in an imp artial and
broad-minded manner. Every man Corn-
ing into this House, whatever his politi-
cal principles Or his party outside, he
leaves: those principles at the door of the
House and comes in prepared to view

8
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things- from thre standpoint of the whole
Stale. Another subject which has ere-
ated some discussion is that of the liber-
alisation of the franchise of the Upper
House. This, I believe, is mentioned in
His Excellency's Speech, and I take it
that hopes are entertained that whea it
come s up next time it will not again
meet the defeat which was its lot on its
last appearance.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: It was not de-
feated; but it (lid not have the absolute
constitutional majority of both Houses.

Hfon. D. G. GAW hEft: I am against
the reduction of the franchise, and this
I made clear during- my recent campaign.
I addled that I was prepared to accept
a definite view of the people definitely
expressed on the subject, and f do not
think any nian could do more. I feel
that in considering thie reduction of the
franchise, it is necessary to consider the
dang-er of the possibility of making one
House a duplication of the other. I also
feel that if the cry for the abolition of
the House itself had not been raised out-
side, the question of the liberalisation
of the franchise would have 'been more
favourably received. To a certain ex-
tent. the larger cry has alarmed some
who otherwise would have been favour-
able to the liberalisation of the franchise.
A question which, I am sorry to see, has
not been touched upon in the Speech,
is that of so amending the electoral laws
as to provide for compulsory preferen-
tial voting. The present system of op-
tional preferential voting is of no value.
It means that while one man carries out
the intention of the Legislature by con-
scientiously voting preferentially, his
vote is nullified by his next-door neigh-
bour who does not exercise the prefer-
ence. The question of compulsory pre-
ference voting is, of course, not the same
as that of compulsory voting; the differ-
ence is obvious. The question of making
voting compulsory is a larger and more
dangerous one to handle, and although
we often hear strong expressions )f
opinion outside on the subject, those who
hold such opinions have not always care-
fully consid- ed the question. The right
of voting is a trust and a privilege re-
pos-ed in the citizens. But it is also a

duty. How far it is a duty and bow far
a privilege, is a thing which it is very
difficult to disentangle. However, pez>
sonally I think that some method should
be devised of overcoming the absolute
apathy-the criminal apathy, I call it-
on the part of some electors of this
State. Personally-al though as a new
member I put it forward with great hesi-
tation-personally' I should like to see
the registration of a voter mnade coin-
pulsory. If every nuan were compelled
to register, then the time might come
when, if hie dlid not exercise his fran-
chise, the question might arise as to
whether or not that franchise should be
taken away from him as a penalty, and
he he debarred fromi voting. Certainly
such a scheme is at least worthy of eon-
sidera tion. Du tring the recent eleetioqi
the proportion of votes east in my elec-
torate was about 36 per cent., and I
think it was very much the same in most
of the other electorates. Then there is
a further important question referred to
in His Excellency'- Speech, namely, that
of the redistribution of seats. The first
redistribution of seats in this State took
place in 1889. In 1899 there was a
second redistribution of seats after the
great settlement occurring on the gold-
fields. Then in 1904 there was a further
redistribution of seats on account of the
great amount of agricultural settlement.
Now, I certainly agree, it is high time
for a further redistribution. I have no
doubt that the redistribution will prove
a highly controversial. question, but I
hope tht the difficulties will be sur-
Inounted. If principles were laid down
on which such redistribution should take
place, it should he possible to satisfac-
torily arrange it. The anomalies at pre-
sent existing in some of the electorates
are obviously absurd. For instance, in
the Roebourne electorate there are i.3t
electors, while iii North Perth there arc
7,760. Again, take this. House: in the
North Province there are 707 elector,
while in the Metropolitan Province there
are 7,120. 1 am also glad to see His Ex-
cellency 'a reference to the re-introduc-
tion of the Public Health Bill. As a
member of the Central Board of Health
I have had opportunity to note the work-
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ingp of the Act; and while thoroughly
s-atisheod that its working is in the inter-
ests of the public 1 am of the
opintion that improvements can be made.
I think some matters in which those im-
l)oi(iV41te1ts requir-e to be made are, the
not iiijut ion of infectious diseases, food
inspection, aind thle central board's sup-
('rvlsioiI. Personally, I think there is a
It- r ge aiituit of laxity existing iii the
notitica Iion of infectious diseases. Inl
miatters of' this Sort one has to look to

11w miembers of the medical profession;
hut you cannout control tile individual.
I lbelieve nunberless cases of infectious
diseases are lever notified. A burning-
question, awitating the public mind is
thlat of the milk supply. I do not think
the supply is as had as some try to make
out. I th~ink that, largely, the agitation
has beeni brought about by the conduct
of eltail' scaremnongers; men wvho ad-
vertise themselves, apparently, without
aiiy sense of public spirit at all. In res-
Peet to tile instances which now and
again are said to occur, I think that if,
instead of their being advertised in the
newspapers and a fuss being made over
them, the authorities were quietly noti-
fied of thenm, and asked to take steps to
remedy them, it could and would be done
equally as wrel! in the interests of the
Public as by their publication and the sub)-
Sequent agitation. I am also glad to see
that the amending Licensing Bill is to be
brought forward again. I see no men-
tion of any intention of dealing with
gambling, except the reference to the
control of racecourses. To my mind the
liquor habit ad gambling have charac-
teristics in common. I think that, to a
large extent, the root of tile evil lies very
often in the home and the home sur-
roundings. If the home and home sur-
roundinzs wvere made what they ought to
be we should often find that it would
minimise the evils of drink and those in
respect to gamIbling- We cannot make
a mailn no at byv Avt of Parliament, but
we canl greatly minimise the opportuni-
ties oif over-indul~gence in drink and
in gambling. Personally, every effort I
call make will he put forward to assist
in that direction. I am glad to see the
question 'of local] option coming forward

again, because 1 am a believer in local
option, and also in compensation. I
would see no man's living taken away
from him without conmpensa tion. Some
declare that the publican 's living is no
living at all, that it is merely an evil
trade. f disagree with that. I say that
the trade has been allowed to grow up
w~it h the Sanction of the people, and that,
in consequence, a manl has the right to
be compensated if the profits be taken
from him by an Act of the Legislature.
Another reason assisting greatly towards
the over-indulgence of liquor is the ex-
isteuce of the element oif Private profits
arising from the sale of liquor. The
remedy is nationalisation of the traffic.
I would advucato that with hated breath,
for I am aware it does not find favour
in the minds of a great many people, uo
that. beyond referring to it to this small
extent, I sliall say no more onl that point.
it appears from the Speech that the
financial position of the State is fairly
satisfactory. We have a debt of
£21,000,000 or thereabouts. Mr. Knibbis,
the Commonwealth Statistician, puts our
debt down at £80 18s. 8d. per head,
whereas the Premier fixes the amount
at £73 7s. 6d. gross and £66 12s. 9d. net;
there is a very large difference. It seems
a great shamne that these misstatements
should be published in the Common-
wealth Year Book. This is not the
only error that has been made regarding
Western Australia, for 1 find that in
dealing with Parliament and the qualifi-
cation of voters for the Assembly, the
old qualification of £10 still exists, ac-
cording to the Comnmon wealth Year
Book, and there is no mention of the
present manhood stuffrage. That mis-
take must have arisen from the fact that
the sections relaiting to one man one vote
are inserted in a most obscure portion
of the Electoral Act, where perhaps Mr.
Knibbs could not find them. I see that
the average rate of interest for this
State is the lowest of -all; that is very
trralifyin. It appears also that we are
the oly S tatec to have a Sinking Fund.
Personally, while admitting that a Sink-
inz Fund( is a giood business proposition,
Still I Must Say that my feelings havei
been that when we were very hard



[28 JULY, 1910.]11

pushed for money I would not have ob-
jected to see the Sinking- Fund dipped
into. I do nut altogether agree with
this generation pinching itself and build-
ing up a State for future generations
wvithout the latter taking- their, share of
the burden. I am quite aware that the
Sinking Fund may have a good effect up-
oin our borrowing, and I suppose that,
without the consent of those people who
lend uts money, we could not do away
with the fund. I do not propose to keep
the House much longer but I wvould like
before sitting down to refer to the fact
that, so far as T can see, there is no re-
ference in the Speech to a matter which
has been urged upon me by a large num-
ber of my constituents, that is the ques-
tion of the South Perth railway. I be-
lieve it has been admitted in all quarters
that such a railway is bound to come
soonet or later, hut I suppose the reason
why no reference is made to it is that
it cannot be introduced at present owing
to Government exigencies and, to a large
extent, to wrant of money. It must come,
however, and I should very much have
liked to see reference made to it in the
Speech. To my mind the debate on the
Address-in-Reply should not take a long
time to dispose of for I think the
speeches upon it of ten consist of a re-
petition and duplication of what might
he, and is, said in the second reading
debates when the measures referred to
in the Speech come before the House.
I do not propose to add to the length of
the debate. Before sitting down I would
like to thank members for the patience
with which they have heard me and to
say that I will hear in mind in my career
in this House that every public 'man
should have a keen sense of the respon-
sibility of his position and that I will
also remember the fact that while I re-
present a eonstituency I represent the
interests of the State as a whole fir';t
and foremnost. I beg to move the motion
I have read.

Hon. J. F. CTULLEN (South-East): I
beg to second the motion so well moved
by my new friend Mr. Gawler. I must
add my congratulations on the unanimous
ne-election of you, Mr. President, to the

highest seat in the House, a seat which
you have filled for so many years with
dignity and with impartiality. I would
also like to add my congratulations to the
Premier in that his distinguished ser-
vices have been recognised by his Sove-
reign. It is remarkable that in the
chorus Of Con1gratulations there was not
a dissentient note except perhaps that
raised by his little daughter, who seems
to be a thorough-going dem)ocr'at, and
Who intimated that she preferred him as
plaiii "Newton J." It is not necessary
to say much concerning that portion of
the Speech referring to the loss the Na-
tion has sustained and regarding- our
loyalty to the new King. I would only
just like to emplhasise this aspect of the
question of loyalty-and it is very im-
portant in all new countries-that the
only possible halting of loyalty would be
from a misconception of government.
Every honest man believes in national
order: the King of the British Empire
voices the will of the people, the will of
the people freely expressed through their
free Parliaments, and the Throne and
Crown are the symbols of the impire's
unity. 1 wonder whether it would be
any use detaining this House at the pre-
sent time for anything like a speech.
The Ministers we want to criticisge are
not here. The Minister in this House
seldom gets into mischief, thanks, I sup-
pose, to our vigilance. I say aigain that
the Ministers we want to criticise are not
here, and the morning Press seems to ex-
haust its parliamentary columns on the
long speeches of members of another
place. Perhaps it is that our worthy
fellow member cloaks the -whole House
with his own modesty and thinks we may
not care to be reported. Modesty is a
hampering thing. I speak feelingly, for
I suffer very much from that myself, but
after all I -would like; our colleague to
remember that this House is one of co-
ordinate powers and it has its workz to
do.

Hon. J. W. Hackett: But it is precious
dull sometimes.

H1on. J. F. CULLEN: This work can
not be properly done if the Homes is not
reported. It would be a pity if we were
not encouraged to speak a little 1 it. The
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atmosphere oit Perth jutst HO"W invites
thought which ought to he tittered. Why,
one panl now cross PeithI sh eets an d take
one's time in looking for a clean place at
which to cross without running thle risk
of havingl- what little brains one might
possess bumped out by a lightning tram.
I do not say that this is the reason why
the tranis are now silent, hut 1 have not
henard any better one. ('oiniing to Ikle
Speech, I may say that it is so big and
so great that for onice [ aml in, synlipa
wvith the modemn craze about having onlyV
one CIhamber. There is soinetilin, in
that. If the Constitution only permitted
His Excellency the Governor to sa 'y to
one of the Chamnbers "Go and play," and
all Ministers came in here, wre could show
him hlow that whole programme could be
perfected and placed onl the statute book
before the Christmas holidays. It is an
enormous programme. but if both Ilouse-,
are bent on working and not onl talkin~g
the whole programme canl be negotiated.
I hold this to be a great programame.
There is not a single proposal that
touches party feeling on the raw; not
one. They are great non-party proposals
and all parties in both Houses, or rather
both patties in another place and this
House canl face it with the greatest of
interest and with the knowledge that in
no possible way will their views be un-
duly trenched upon. Such great ques-
dions as Liquor Law, Redistribution of
Seats, Liberalisation of the Council's
Franehise, the Roads Bill and the Pubic
Health Bill are all first-class measures of
a non-party'A nature. I bold that the most
important measure of all is that which
proposes to establish a University. That
again is a non-party question and is anl
essential need of the people. I notice
the Speech says the University is to be
on "modern lines." I am not sure what
this means. Does it mean onl lines that
will teach us only howr to make money?
If so we wil learn later that the art of
making mo'zev is after all a small thing
in burnoun lie and happiness. I trust
the IUniv-eisitv will be established on lines
which Alip modern in the right sense of
the word, that is to say practical, and that
we shall not be fools enough to throw
away the randest study of all-the sudy

oif langt uages. After ail. whent a lmn has
mnade 'none' and has hlped to spend it,
thne real man is wit lii, and lie whn, l:as
not a well-infornmed and cultu red mind
has noi resources to, fall hack on. I am
glad that the authorities whlo have tad
this great quiest ion in hla nd have bi il
it so far towards fruition. I am sure
this House will help to establish a real
University in our State for our own
children. The propoused railway' Bills have
more tin do with thle material prosperity
of line Slate than anything else in the
Speech. This is a eountry for rail-
way building: all Itoinour to thle
p resenit Governmnent for the great work
they have been doing in this direction.
Ra ilwav building, opening up the land
for settlemnen t, introduction of the right
people; these are three great services
that we ask thne Government and Parlia-
ment to render to our State. I was very
much strnck by the remark in the Speech
with regard to the Transcontinental rail-
way which, of course, is the biggest of
the railway questions. I admired im-
mensely the courage of the Acting Pre-
mier sonme little time ago when the pre-
posterous suggestion was made by a Fed-
eral authority that this State should
hand ovenr a province out of the middle
of its territory to the Federal Parlia-
mrent. It would hav-e meant anl imperium
in irnperio that would have led to untold
and unending causes of dispute. I was
glad to see the Acting Premier grasp the
situation and say ''rather than that wve
wvill build the line ourselves."'

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: He did more
harm thin good to the :-ailway.

Hon. J. F. CU'LLEN: I do not think
so. It is very easy' for anyone not in
earnest about this railway to grasp, at
any straw, any excuse. But I say the
Acting Premier challenged his owvn State
and all the States by showing his conal-
dence in the people of this State. And,
looking at it very carefully and deliber-
a tely, v why should not this State build
the part of the' Transcontinental railway
which is within its own borders? This
Stlate has already undertaken to widen
the line from Perth to Kalgoorlie. whieh
is about as costly a work as the other
part; why, then, should we be afraid of

12
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another £1,800,000 that would build the
line and give this State the right to eon-
trot it? Has no one in the State a suffi-
cient conception of what that railway
is going to do? As far as I1 can see, and
I have been watching the question, the
only mian who has seen it and grasped
it properly is the controller of the Age;
and because he has seen it he has been
our desperate eneniy all along. ci'yin:
down tie State and trying to block our
progress. What does that railway mean 7
'It will be one of the zgreatest Transconi-
tnental railways of the world, and

Perth will be the gateway of Australia.
That is what it will mean. and it would
be worth wh ile for this State to spentd
£C1,300,000 to secure the right of con-
trolling that r'ailway Subject. of course,
to the control of the Interstate Conumis-
sion and the necessary use of the line
by the Federal authorities for defence
purposes. I do trust that this State will
maintain that courageous attitude with
regard to that railway. Now. I have
said that this programme is a great one,
and I am satisfied both Houses will face
it with a due recognition of its greatness.
Having said that, I would not like, as
seconder of the Address-in-Reply, to
stoop to any small miatters of criticism;
there will be time enou11gh for that when
the proposals come in concrete form in
the Bills to be submitted to the Rouse.
And when that timne comes, if all is well,
I will he ready to take mny share. F have
had some little controversy with one do-
partment and I am remninded of the
Scotchman who, when dying, was told
he would have to forgive all his enemies.
He said he would forgive all hut Jock.
''And if you do not forgive Jock you
will not goc to Heaven.'" ''Well.'' lie
said, 'I1 am no sure I urn going there
on that condition." However, he con-
sented to forgive Jock. and hie forgave
and said to Jock, "'But mind, Jock, if
I get well it will be just the same be-
tween uts as before.'' Now. for the pur-
pose of this Speech I make no minor
criticisni at all, but when the Bills come
down, if I find any mere experimental
proposals I am going to criticise them
just as severely as if I had not seconded
this motion. T holdI that what we want

in this State is natural, practical devel-
opmient. We do not want experiments
on lines that have been exploded again
and again elsewhere. We do not want
to force exotics at the cost of the tax-
payer; we want at each stage to do what
is best at that stage, and develop the
part of the country that is most easily
developed at that stage. We do not
want experiints to make water run
up)hill. or to make things grow where
they have never grown before. We want
practical, natural development, with the
CGovernment watching over all in a
friendly paternal wvay, but not ateinipt-
ing to force things out of their proper
track. Let us get all the good farmers
we can front atll parts of the world that
are peopled by, our own race. We want
a Euiropean populatiou:; best of all, far-
met's fromt the other States if they will
come. Let us get real farmers and help
them to (1o what they want to do, not
what s9ome experimentalist may think
they' ought to want to do, Help them to
do what their own experience guides
them to. Sometimes an experimenting
Minister may fuss a lot and yet have
little to show for the money expended.
Thlere was on1ce a city mnan who took tip
a homestead farni; anLd lie could not see
why ducks went chietly on water and
chickens oin land. lie said, " Why
should not duicks go on land.''

Hon. J,. W. Hackett: They do better
ott the land.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: He said, "'I will
slit a bit of the 'web of their feet and
they will make good chickens, and I will
put a sort of web on the chickens' feet
and1( thev- will he able to swim. I want
themt to be all-round chickens and
d Ltcks.'"' 'Now, you miay get a Minister
of that sort. We want p ractical develop-
inent. IDn what is best to-day, and that
will open uip the way to something else
to-morrow. But do not try to carry out
mere theories ait the cost of the taxpayer.
At your own cost, all right, hut at the
cost of the tax payer follow approved
lines. For all that, it is a great piro-
gramme. and I am satisfied that in this
House, at all events, that programme
will be faced with energy and industry,
and as far as it rests with this House
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this -will he at fruitful session. I have
pleasure in seconding the motion.

On motion by Hon. G. Throssell, de-
bate adjourned.

H ouse' adjourned ait 1.10 p.m.

legislative ttlscilblp,
Thversday. 281A July, 1910.
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ME.TIXO(' oF THE ASSEMBLY.
The Legislative Assembly met at noon,

pursuant to proclamation by His Excel-
lency the Governor, which proclamation
was read by the Clerk (M1r. C. Lee
Steere).

MESSAGE: OPEUNING BY COMMIS-
SION'ERS.

A message from the Commissioners
appointed by the Governor to do all
things ncessari- for the opening of Par-
liament reques ted the attendance of
members of thie Legislative Assembly in
the Legislative Council Chamber; and
lhon. members having accordingly pro-
ceeded to that Chamber and heard the
Commission m~ad. they returned to the
Assembly Chamber.

SWEARI'NG-INX OF MEMBERS.

His Honour Mr. Justice Me~fillan, hay-
ing been commissioned by the frovernor,

appeared in the (Chamber to administer
to members the oath of allegiance to His
Majesty King George V.

Mr. Speaker and the members present
took and subscribed the oath.

The Comnmissioner then retired. Mr.
'Speaker took the Chair.

New Members (3).
Tie Clerk announiced tihe return Of

wrtls for the election of members for
Fremantle. Gascoyne, and Forrest, show-
ing that Mr. W, A. Murphy, Mr. W. .
Butcher, and Mr. 1P. L. O'Lughlen, re-
spectively, had been duly elected.

Mr. 'Murphy, M.%r. Butcher, and Mr.
0 'Loghien took and subscribed the oath
as required by statute, and signed the
roll.

ELECTORAL--BEVE{LEV'
VACANCY.

M.St'bAKER (Hon. T. F. Quinlani)
I have to announce that a vacancy has
been created in the electorate of 'Bever-
ley.

'The PREMITEJR (Sir Newton J-
Moore: In accordance with the infor-
mation recived from your Honour, I
move that--

It is decla red by this Hlouse that a
racancy of the seat for the Beverley
electoral district has occurred by the
disqualipecation of the late member
under Paragraph 6 of Section 31 of
rte (onastitnolion .l['ts Am endment Act,
1899.

Question passed.

DEMISE OF KING EDWARD VII:
A CCESSION OF KING GBORflE V.

The PREMIER (Sir Newton J.
Moore P : In accordance with the infor-
mation we have reeived in the Message
from the (h'vcrnor, I move that the fol-
lowing Addrecs" be transmitted to His
Excellency for pres.entation to His a
jt-Sty (lie King:-

WeP, the members of the Legqislatiie
_1.ssemblly in lte Parliament of the
,S'Iar of Western Aufstralia, take this
the eaoniest oppiorrmnity of expressing
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